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Notes and Queries. 295 

collections is given. Dr. Franko's work will be a most valuable contribu- 
tion to paremiology. 

Mickiewicz and Folk-Literature. At the International Folk-Lore 
Congress held at Paris in 1900, Dr. V. Bugiel read a paper (Congres Int. 
d. Trad. Pop., Paris, 1902, pp. 92-107) on " Mickiewicz et la litte'rature 
populaire," a contribution to the study of the influence of oral upon written 
literature. Mickiewicz (1798-1855) was born in a Lithuanian hamlet, 
where three ethnologic elements met, — Poles, White Russians, and Lith- 
uanians, — each speaking their own tongue and exerting an influence after 
their kind. His family belonged to the Polish " petite noblesse," who, like 
the peasant, are but folk. " His childhood," we are told, " was so imbued 
with folk-elements that he never escaped from their influence." In her 
" Souvenirs," the poet's daughter, Mrs. Gorecka, describes an old servant 
of his parents named Blaise, who every evening told the children most fan- 
tastic tales, and when he became tired, Gasiewska, the old nurse, drew on 
her inexhaustible fund of tales, songs, and legends. No wonder, then, that 
when, in 1833, Zaleski published one of the first collections of Polish folk- 
songs, Mickiewicz declared that he had heard and learned them all by 
heart at home. These folk-songs made a deep impression upon him, as can 
be seen from his poem, Conrad Wallenrod (1828). Among the friends of 
his youth was Czeczott, who afterwards published a volume of folk-songs, 
and at the University of Wilna he came into contact with the celebrated 
Joachim Lelewel, one of the first Polish folk-Iorists. His first volume of 
poems, Ballady i romanse (1822), is "based almost entirely upon subjects 
borrowed from folk-literature." Another important work, dramatic in form, 
Dziady (" Forefathers "), has for its framework the folk-ceremonies in honor 
of the dead, — a custom now moribund, but in full flourish in the poet's 
youth. The second part of this poem contains in six hundred lines a faith- 
ful description of a folk-ceremony, such as one meets nowhere else except in 
Chevtchenko or Mistral. Of his tales and stories in verse Golono strzyzono 
and Zona uparta are founded upon Polish folk-anecdotes. His masterpiece, 
the epic Pan Tadeusz (" Master Thaddeus "), published in 1834, an Eng- 
lish translation appeared in 1886, — has a particular flavor from the flowers 
of folk-literature with which it abounds. The account of the animal state 
was not coined out of hand by the poet, but belongs to folk-literature. In 
his course of lectures at the College de France, 1 844-1 848, on Slavonic 
literature, Mickiewicz treated of Servian folk-poetry, and in his conversa- 
tions, as reported by his son Ladislas, occur several passages which prove 
that he possessed some excellent ideas upon the general subject of folk- 
tales. He was no partisan of the theory current in his day that such tales 
had exclusively a prehistoric origin, but saw clearly that they might and 
did arise everywhere and in all ages. 

It is evident that the great Polish poet was much indebted to folk-litera- 
ture for the inspiration and the content of his works. This is but one more 
brilliant proof of the role which the mind of the people plays in the genius 
of the individual. 

A. F. C. 
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